Head Teacher: Mr Brian Asher Lockerbie Academy

Glasgow Road, Lockerbie, DG11 2AT
01576 205170

< gwO8officelockerbiea@ea.dumgal.sch.uk
www.lockerbieacademy.dumgal.sch.uk

6 August 2025
Dear Parent/Carer and pupils,

As we start to get ready to return to school on Thursday 21 August, we wanted to get in touch with a few
reminders.

Changes to the school day:

Please remember that all school in Dumfries and Galloway have moved to the new model of 7 period
days. All pupils must be onsite for the first bell at 8.45am, in class and ready to start learning in their
period 1 class at 8.50am.

Attendance is a focus for us next session, more information to follow regarding persistent late coming,
pupil absence rates and how this impacts on their attainment and sanctions for pupils disrupting lessons
by refusing to attend assigned classes. We ask for your support in addressing any concerns regarding
your child.

Bus times:

As you will be aware, bus times have changed, which may impact your family. For those out with
catchment, please ensure you have checked times and make arrangements to arrive in school for
8.45am. Bus times can be found on the council website:
https://www.dumfriesandgalloway.gov.uk/roads-transport-parking/public-transport/bus-ferry-
timetables

Timetables:
All pupils will be issued with new timetable at Tutor Time on the first day back. New S1 pupils should
report to the assembly hall at the start of the day.

Mobile Phones:
Please read over our mobile phone policy to ensure everyone is clear on mobile phone usage in school-
https://www.lockerbieacademy.dumgal.sch.uk/ documents/%5B1004051%5DMobile Phone Policy.pdf

e Mobile phones are on silent and left in school bag whilst on school grounds

e Pupils may be asked to use their phone by a member of staff for learning — this will be the only
time they are allowed to use their phone

e If pupils are not following this guidance, they will be given a warning. Failure to follow this
instruction, their phone will be stored in the school office, and they can collect it at the end of
the day

e If their phone is taken to the office more than once in a term, an adult (who will normally be the
owner of the phone) will be asked to collect it.

Uniform:
Again, thank you for your feedback on our uniform guidelines. As you will be looking at purchasing new
uniform, please check our guidance. If anyone requires support in purchasing the correct uniform, please
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get in touch with your child’s Pupil Support Teacher. We also have a link on our webpage to the
application form for Clothing Grants.
https://www.lockerbieacademy.dumgal.sch.uk/about us/school policies and handbooks/uniform.html

Medical issues/Medication:

If there have been any changes to medical issues, please update your child’s Pupil Support Teacher. For
pupils who we store medication for in school, you will have already been contacted if your child’s
medication is approaching out of date. Please ensure that you collect any out-of-date medication from
school to dispose of appropriately, and hand in new medication- this needs to be a priority please. If
there are any issues with this, please contact Ms Currie as a matter of urgency.

Pupil Support Contacts:

Annan- Miss Thompson

Dryfe- Mrs Dempster (S1/55/S6), Miss Wotherspoon (52-54)
Kirtle- Mr Williamson

Milk- Mrs Bowker

Office:

We have a number of staffing changes in the school office. Members of staff continue to undertake
training in their new role. Please keep this in mind if you are contacting us, and be understanding of our
situation.

The start of term is always very busy. Staff will return calls as soon as they can. Members of our
leadership team (Principal Teachers and Senior Leaders) also have a teaching commitment and are not
always available.

If you have any concerns, please get in touch.

We look forward to seeing everyone settle in and make the most of the opportunities they will have
throughout this year.

A reminder that if you have any comments, compliments or complaints, please log them here:
https://bit.ly/3utZTVk

Yours faithfully,

Kerry Galbraith Currie
Depute Head Teacher
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